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INTRODUCTION

As children’s ministry leaders, we aim to support and partner with families as they
grow in their love, faith and knowledge of Jesus. We want to help you to read the
Bible as a family, pray together and have fruitful discussions about God’s Word which
encourage your children to ask questions. We also want you to have fun!
These family studies, which follow our preaching series in Matthew, are designed to
be flexible. You could, for example, complete one a week, work through a bit of the
booklet each day, or do a couple in one go. To help you engage the kids, we’ve also
included some suggested activities with each study. Of course, feel free to adapt
them to suit your family (or add your own!). We also suggest reading through the
studies before doing them with your family, so you know which questions/activities
will work, which ones you may need to adapt, and prepare any extra materials you may
need (such as colouring pencils or items for a game).
It is our prayer that these family devotions will better equip your family to love and
serve God together. If you have any questions or feedback, please send an email to
davek@stpaulsanglican.org.au
In Christ,
The children’s ministry team
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WEEK 1
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 8:1-17 Perhaps circle any words you don’t understand.
JESUS HEALS A SICK MAN
8 When Jesus came down from the hill, great crowds followed him. 2 Then a man sick with a harmful skin disease
came to Jesus. The man bowed down before him and said, “Lord, you have the power to heal me if you want.”
3 Jesus touched the man and said, “I want to heal you. Be healed!” And immediately the man was healed from his
skin disease. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “Don’t tell anyone about what happened. But go and show yourself to the
priest.[a] And offer the gift that Moses commanded[b] for people who are made well. This will show people that
you are healed.”
JESUS HEALS A SOLDIER’S SERVANT
5 Jesus went to the city of Capernaum. When he entered the city, an army officer came to Jesus and begged for
help. 6 The officer said, “Lord, my servant is at home in bed. He can’t move his body and is in much pain.”
7 Jesus said to the officer, “I will go and heal him.”
8 The officer answered, “Lord, I am not good enough for you to come into my house. All you need to do is command
that my servant be healed, and he will be healed. 9 I myself am a man under the authority of other men. And I have
soldiers under my command. I tell one soldier, ‘Go,’ and he goes. I tell another soldier, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say
to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and my servant obeys me.
10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed. He said to those who were with him, “I tell you the truth. This man
has more faith than any other person I have found, even in Israel. 11 Many people will come from the east and from
the west. They will sit and eat with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 And those people
who should have the kingdom will be thrown outside into the darkness. In that place people will cry and grind their
teeth with pain.”
13 Then Jesus said to the officer, “Go home. Your servant will be healed just as you believed he would.” And at that
same time his servant was healed.
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JESUS HEALS MANY PEOPLE
14 Jesus went to Peter’s house. There Jesus saw that Peter’s mother-in-law was in bed with a high fever. 15
Jesus touched her hand, and the fever left her. Then she stood up and began to serve Jesus.
16 That evening people brought to Jesus many who had demons. Jesus spoke and the demons left them. Jesus
healed all the sick. 17 He did these things to make come true what Isaiah the prophet said:
“He took our suffering on him.
And he felt our pain for us.” Isaiah 53:4

Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. What did the leper say to Jesus? What did it show the leper thought of Jesus?

4. What did the centurion ask of Jesus?

5. When Jesus offered to come to his house, he said no. Why?
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6. What does it mean for Jesus to have “authority”?

7. What impressed Jesus about the Centurion?

9. Why is Jesus fulfilling Isaiah important?

Suggested Activities
1. To show the importance of having faith in those who have authority, do a obstacle course blindfolded
while another member of the family directs the person where to go.
2. Draw and colour the three scenes in this passage (you may want to use large sheets of paper and
plenty of textas!)

Prayer Time
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
Thank you: That Jesus has authority over everything
Sorry: That we go our own way and don’t acknowledge Jesus’ authority
Please: Help us turn away from following our own way and turn towards following Jesus in his authority
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WEEK 2
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 8:18-34
PEOPLE WANT TO FOLLOW JESUS
18When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he told his followers to go to the other side of the lake. 19Then a
teacher of the law came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, I will follow you any place you go.”
20Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes to live in. The birds have nests to live in. But the Son of Man has no
place where he can rest his head.”
21Another man, one of Jesus’ followers, said to Jesus, “Lord, let me go and bury my father first.”
22But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let the people who are dead bury their own dead.”
JESUS STOPS A STORM
23Jesus got into a boat, and his followers went with him. 24A very bad storm arose on the lake. The waves
covered the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25The followers went to Jesus and woke him. They said, “Lord, save us!
We will drown!”
26Jesus answered, “Why are you afraid? You don’t have enough faith.” Then Jesus got up and gave a command to
the wind and the sea. The wind stopped, and the sea became very calm.
27The men were amazed. They said, “What kind of man is this? Even the wind and the sea obey him!”
JESUS HEALS TWO MEN WITH DEMONS
28Jesus arrived at the other side of the lake in the country of the Gadarene people. There, two men came to
Jesus. They had demons in them. These men lived in the burial caves. They were so dangerous that people could
not use the road by those caves. 29The two men came to Jesus and shouted, “What do you want with us, Son of
God? Did you come here to punish us before the right time?”
30Near that place there was a large herd of pigs feeding. 31The demons begged Jesus, “If you make us leave
these men, please send us into that herd of pigs.”
32Jesus said to them, “Go!” So the demons left the men and went into the pigs. Then the whole herd of pigs ran
down the hill into the lake and were drowned. 33The men who were caring for the pigs ran away and went into
town. They told about all of this and what had happened to the men who had demons. 34Then the whole town
went out to see Jesus. When they saw him, they begged him to leave their area.
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Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. What do you learn about Jesus’ power?

4. What do you learn about Jesus’ authority?

5. What does Jesus have power and authority over?
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6. Compare the disciples’ reaction to Jesus’ power and the demon’s reaction. What interests you about
their different reactions?
Disciples’ reaction

Demon’s reaction

7. What are all the reactions to Jesus? Order them in best to worst reaction. What are your reactions to
the authority of the king?

Suggested Activities
1. Draw Jesus’ journey through the passage. For older kids, research some geography of the region to
understand Jesus movement through the area.
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2. We can tell this was a Gentile place rather than Jewish because there were pigs present. Research
why this was the case. To start you off, Gadarene (Matt 8:28) is located in the region of the Decapolis,
which had a largely non-Jewish population. You can also read more about the place of pigs in Jewish law
in Leviticus 11:7.

Prayer Time
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
Thank you: That Jesus has authority over spiritual world and supernatural world
Sorry: That we do not recognise you for who you are when we disobey you
Please: Help us to recognise your authority in all things
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WEEK 3
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 9:1-13
JESUS HEALS A PARALYZED MAN
Jesus got into a boat and went back across the lake to his own town. 2 Some people brought to Jesus a man
who was paralyzed. The man was lying on his mat. Jesus saw that these people had great faith, so he said to the
paralyzed man, “Be happy, young man. Your sins are forgiven.”
3 Some of the teachers of the law heard this. They said to themselves, “This man speaks as if he were God—that
is blasphemy!”[a]
4 Jesus knew what they were thinking. So he said, “Why are you thinking evil thoughts? 5 Which is easier: to tell
this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to tell him, ‘Stand up and walk’? 6 But I will prove to you that the
Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Stand up. Take your mat
and go home.” 7 And the man stood up and went home. 8 The people saw this and were amazed. They praised God
for giving power like this to men.
JESUS CHOOSES MATTHEW
9 When Jesus was leaving, he saw a man named Matthew. Matthew was sitting in the tax office. Jesus said to
him, “Follow me.” And Matthew stood up and followed Jesus.
10 Jesus had dinner at Matthew’s house. Many tax collectors and “sinners” came and ate with Jesus and his
followers. 11 The Pharisees saw this and asked Jesus’ followers, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and ‘sinners’?”
12 Jesus heard the Pharisees ask this. So he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor. Only the sick need a
doctor. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I want faithful love more than I want animal sacrifices.’[b] I did not come
to invite good people. I came to invite sinners.”
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Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. What does Jesus do for the paralysed man first? Why do you think that is?

4. What is the Pharisees’ problem with Jesus?
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5. When Jesus heals the man, what does he prove? Why is that important?

6. Who needs a doctor? What’s the point Jesus is making?

7. Do you think you need Jesus as your doctor? Why or why not?

Suggested Activities
1. Talk about sin as a family. A helpful picture that we have used in kids’ ministry is around sickness.
Think about a cold, for example. A cough is a symptom of a cold. Or a pain in your fingers; it’s a sign that
shows there is something wrong with your hand. Sin is like that. Is lying sin? Yes, but it is also a symptom
of a deeper problem: the rejection of God as King. That is why we need Jesus, the doctor, to heal our
sickness which is sin.
2. Come up with other analogies as a family to understand sin
3. Confess sin as a family
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4.Write your sins on pieces of paper and throw them away, to show how Jesus’ death has done away with
our sins.

Prayer Time
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
Thank you: That you came to forgive our sins
Sorry: That we don’t always recognise that we are sinful
Please: Forgive our sins and help us see that we are sick and need you as our sin doctor
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WEEK 4
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 9:18-34
JESUS HEALS A PARALYZED MAN
Jesus got into a boat and went back across the lake to his own town. 2 Some people brought to Jesus a man
who was paralyzed. The man was lying on his mat. Jesus saw that these people had great faith, so he said to the
paralyzed man, “Be happy, young man. Your sins are forgiven.”
3 Some of the teachers of the law heard this. They said to themselves, “This man speaks as if he were God—that
is blasphemy!”[a]
4 Jesus knew what they were thinking. So he said, “Why are you thinking evil thoughts? 5 Which is easier: to tell
this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to tell him, ‘Stand up and walk’? 6 But I will prove to you that the
Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “Stand up. Take your mat
and go home.” 7 And the man stood up and went home. 8 The people saw this and were amazed. They praised God
for giving power like this to men.
JESUS CHOOSES MATTHEW
9 When Jesus was leaving, he saw a man named Matthew. Matthew was sitting in the tax office. Jesus said to
him, “Follow me.” And Matthew stood up and followed Jesus.
10 Jesus had dinner at Matthew’s house. Many tax collectors and “sinners” came and ate with Jesus and his
followers. 11 The Pharisees saw this and asked Jesus’ followers, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and ‘sinners’?”
12 Jesus heard the Pharisees ask this. So he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor. Only the sick need a
doctor. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I want faithful love more than I want animal sacrifices.’[b] I did not come
to invite good people. I came to invite sinners.”
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Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3 Describe the people who asked Jesus for help. Did Jesus care about how much money they had, their
status or their reputation?

4.Why did Jesus chose to heal them?
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5. What does it mean that Jesus is called the “son of David” (v. 27)? Why do you think the blind men call
him that?

6. What do these miracles tell us about who Jesus is?

7. How do people respond to Jesus and his actions in this chapter? Why do they respond that way?

8. What response should we have to Jesus?
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9. If this passage was all you had to go on, how would you define “faith”?

10. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king?

Application
1. What situation(s) are our family facing in life where we need to rely on Jesus?

2. How does this passage help us see that Jesus is worth trusting in that situation?
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Suggested Activities
1.Draw a picture of a crown. Inside the crown, write or draw everything we have learnt about the king so
far.

2. Do some family trust exercises for example, practice falling backwards into each other’s arms, or
walking around the house blindfolded while following someone else’s instructions. What does it feel like
to have faith that someone else will catch or direct you? Is it hard to trust like this? Do you trust that
Jesus will “catch” you if you “fall”?

Prayer Time
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
Thank you: That Jesus cares about our faith and not about our worldly status. Thank you that Jesus has the
power to heal.
Sorry: That we don’t put our faith in Jesus and recognise Him as King.
Please: Help us have faith in Jesus and trust in his power like the synagogue leader, not like the crowd
(v 23-26).
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WEEK 5
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 9:35 - 10:15
35 Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages. He taught in their synagogues and told people the Good
News about the kingdom. And he healed all kinds of diseases and sicknesses. 36 He saw the crowds of people and
felt sorry for them because they were worried and helpless. They were like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Jesus
said to his followers, “There are many people to harvest, but there are only a few workers to help harvest them. 38
God owns the harvest. Pray to him that he will send more workers to help gather his harvest.”[a]
JESUS SENDS OUT HIS APOSTLES
10 Jesus called his 12 followers together. He gave them power to drive out evil spirits and to heal every kind
of disease and sickness. 2 These are the names of the 12 apostles: Simon (also called Peter) and his brother
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot. Judas is the one who
turned against Jesus.
5 These 12 men he sent out with the following order: “Don’t go to the non-Jewish people. And don’t go into any
town where the Samaritans live. 6 But go to the people of Israel. They are like sheep that are lost. 7 When you go,
preach this: ‘The kingdom of heaven is coming soon.’ 8 Heal the sick. Give dead people life again. Heal those who
have harmful skin diseases. Force demons to leave people. I give you these powers freely. So help other people
freely. 9 Don’t carry any money with you—gold or silver or copper. 10 Don’t carry a bag. Take for your trip only the
clothes and sandals you are wearing. Don’t take a walking stick. A worker should be given the things he needs.
11 “When you enter a city or town, find some worthy person there and stay in his home until you leave. 12 When
you enter that home, say, ‘Peace be with you.’ 13 If the people there welcome you, let your peace stay there. But if
they don’t welcome you, take back the peace you wished for them. 14 And if a home or town refuses to welcome
you or listen to you, then leave that place. Shake its dust off your feet.[b] 15 I tell you the truth. On the Judgment
Day it will be worse for that town than for the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah.[c]
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Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. As Jesus goes about Galilee, how does he feel about the crowds he meets? Why?

4. Re-read Matthew 9:36, then read Ezekiel 34:1-6 & 34:11-12 . What is it like to a sheep without a
shepherd?
THE LEADERS ARE LIKE SHEPHERDS
34 The Lord spoke his word to me. He said: 2 “Human being, prophesy against the leaders of Israel, who
are like shepherds. Prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Lord God says: How terrible it will be for
the shepherds of Israel who feed only themselves! Why don’t the shepherds feed the flock? 3 You eat the
milk curds from the sheep. You clothe yourselves with the wool from the sheep. You kill the fat sheep.
But you do not feed the flock. 4 You have not made the weak strong. You have not healed the sick. You
have not put bandages on those that were hurt. You have not brought back those who strayed away. You
have not searched for the lost. You ruled the sheep with cruel force. 5 The sheep were scattered because
there was no shepherd. Then they became food for every wild animal. 6 My flock wandered over all the
mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over all the face of the earth. And no one searched
or looked for them.
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11 “‘This is what the Lord God says: I, myself, will search for my sheep. I will take care of them. 12 A
shepherd will take care of his scattered flock when it is found. In the same way I will take care of my
sheep. I will save them from all the places where they are scattered. I will do this on a cloudy and dark
day.

4. Jesus has compassion for these lost people. What makes them lost? What does compassion mean?

5. Do you know any ‘lost’ people? Do you share Jesus’ compassion for these people? How and why?

6. Do you share Jesus’ compassion for lost people? Why or why not?

7. What does Jesus do to fix the ‘lostness’ of these people? (9:37-10:1)

8. Does Jesus tell us to go out on mission as his disciples? Read Matthew 28:17-20
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Suggested Activities
Go to https://stpaulsanglican.org.au/missionary-partners/
These are some of the people who have gone out to work in God’s harvest field. Many of them have
children who are a similar age to your children.Chose one (or more) our church mission partners and read
about where they are and what they do.
1. Talk about this with your family - how could you go out on mission? (At home? At school? Across
Australia? Overseas?)
2. Go to the organisation website that the missionary/ies are connected with. Sign up to receive their
prayer newsletter and as a family, keep praying for them.

3. Write an email to them! (You can do this via ECM, CMS and Wycliffe websites. Otherwise contact the
church to see if they can pass on your letter to the family.)

4. Think about if you want to financially support a missionary. Why is it important that we do this?

5. Pray for the missionary/ies you have learnt about.

Prayer

Prayer Time

Thank you, Sorry, and Please
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
Eg: Thank you: Thank you for the good news of the gospel, and that God chooses to use us to help share
Thank
you: That
For the
gospel,
and that
chooses
to use
us to
helpoverseas,
share thisand
news.
God
this
news.
Godgood
has news
sent of
outthe
many
families
andGod
people
to work
in his
field
thatThat
he uses
hasand
sent
out many
and people
work in his field overseas, and that he uses us and many other people
us
many
other families
people here
locally to
too.
here locally too.
Sorry: That we don’t always take opportunities to work hard to share the good news of the gospel.
Sorry: That we don’t always take opportunities to work hard to share the good news of the gospel.
Please: Help us be bold and send many workers out into the field to share this news!
Please: Help us be bold and send many workers out into the field to share this news!
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WEEK 6
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 9:35 - 10:15
JESUS WARNS HIS APOSTLES
16 “Listen! I am sending you out, and you will be like sheep among wolves. So be as smart as snakes. But also
be like doves and do nothing wrong. 17 Be careful of people. They will arrest you and take you to court. They will
whip you in their synagogues. 18 Because of me you will be taken to stand before governors and kings. You will
tell them and the non-Jewish people about me. 19 When you are arrested, don’t worry about what to say or how
you should say it. At that time you will be given the things to say. 20 It will not really be you speaking. The Spirit of
your Father will be speaking through you.
21 “Brothers will turn against their own brothers and give them over to be killed. Fathers will turn against their
own children and give them to be killed. Children will fight against their own parents and have them killed. 22 All
people will hate you because you follow me. But the person who continues strong until the end will be saved. 23
When you are treated badly in one city, go to another city. I tell you the truth. You will not finish going through all
the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
24 “A student is not better than his teacher. A servant is not better than his master. 25 A student should be
satisfied to become like his teacher. A servant should be satisfied to become like his master. If the head of the
family is called Beelzebul, then the other members of the family will be called worse names!
FEAR GOD, NOT PEOPLE
26 “So don’t be afraid of those people. Everything that is hidden will be shown. Everything that is secret will be
made known. 27 I tell you these things in the dark, but I want you to tell them in the light. I speak these things
only to you, but you should tell them to everyone. 28 Don’t be afraid of people. They can only kill the body. They
cannot kill the soul. The only one you should fear is the One who can destroy the body and the soul in hell. 29 When
birds are sold, two small birds cost only a penny. But not even one of the little birds can die without your Father’s
knowing it. 30 God even knows how many hairs are on your head. 31 So don’t be afraid. You are worth much more
than many birds.
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TELL PEOPLE ABOUT YOUR FAITH
32 “If anyone stands before other people and says he believes in me, then I will say that he belongs to me. I will
say this before my Father in heaven. 33 But if anyone stands before people and says he does not believe in me,
then I will say that he does not belong to me. I will say this before my Father in heaven.
34 “Don’t think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 I have
come to make this happen:
‘A son will be against his father,
a daughter will be against her mother,
a daughter-in-law will be against her mother-in-law.
36 A person’s enemies will be members of his own family.’ Micah 7:6
37 “Whoever loves his father or mother more than he loves me is not worthy to be my follower. Whoever loves his
son or daughter more than he loves me is not worthy to be my follower. 38 Whoever is not willing to die on a cross
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever tries to hold on to his life will give up true life. Whoever gives up
his life for me will hold on to true life. 40 Whoever accepts you also accepts me. And whoever accepts me also
accepts the One who sent me. 41 Whoever meets a prophet and accepts him will receive the reward of a prophet.
And whoever accepts a good man because that man is good will receive the reward of a good man. 42 Whoever
helps one of these little ones because they are my followers will truly get his reward. He will get his reward even if
he only gave my follower a cup of cold water.”

Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. What is something that stands out to you from the passage?

4.What does it mean to be sent out as a sheep among wolves?
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5. Should we be afraid? Why/why not? (10:26-31), (10:22)

6. From 10:37-39, how does Jesus want us to respond to him?

7. Read 10:19-20. How does this help us trust and follow Jesus even when it’s hard?

8. Can you think of a time that you find it hard to be a follower of Jesus?

9. How does this passage help you to keep trusting and following Jesus during these times?

10. What are some ways that your family can help each other to trust and follow Jesus even when it’s
hard?
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Suggested Activities
Here is a link to the global prayer guide for the persecuted church:
https://vom.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/2019-Global-Prayer-Guide.pdf
1. Pick a country and prayer for it as a family, do some further research into the country as a family.
2. Regularly pray for this country as a family!

Prayer

Prayer Time

Thank you, sorry and please
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
E.g. Thank God that He is more powerful than anyone else and that He knows us and is with us even in
Thanktimes.
you: That
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even with
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hard
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Thankforward
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look
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when
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even when life here on earth is hard.
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replace
GodGod
with
other
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WEEK 7
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 11:1-24
JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST
11 Jesus finished telling these things to his 12 followers. Then he left there and went to the towns in Galilee to
teach and preach.
2 John the Baptist was in prison, but he heard about the things the Christ was doing. So John sent some of
his followers to Jesus. 3 They asked Jesus, “Are you the man who John said was coming, or should we wait for
another one?”
4 Jesus answered, “Go back to John and tell him about the things you hear and see: 5 The blind can see. The
crippled can walk. People with harmful skin diseases are healed. The deaf can hear. The dead are raised to life. And
the Good News is told to the poor. 6 The person who does not lose faith because of me is blessed.”
7 As John’s followers were leaving, Jesus began talking to the people about John. Jesus said, “What did you go out
to the desert to see? A reed[a] blown by the wind? No. 8 Really, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine
clothes? No. Those people who wear fine clothes live in kings’ palaces. 9 So what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, and I tell you, John is more than a prophet. 10 This was written about John in the Scriptures:
‘I will send my messenger ahead of you.
He will prepare the way for you.’ Malachi 3:1
11 I tell you the truth: John the Baptist is greater than any other man who has ever lived. But even the least
important person in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John. 12 Since the time John the Baptist came until
now, the kingdom of heaven has been going forward in strength. People using force have been trying to take the
kingdom. 13 All the prophets and the law of Moses spoke until the time John came. They told about the things
that would happen. 14 And if you will believe the things the law and the prophets said, then you will believe that
John is Elijah. The law and the prophets said he would come. 15 Let those with ears use them and listen!
16 “What can I say about the people who live today? What are they like? They are like children sitting in the
marketplace. One group calls to the other,
17 ‘We played music for you, but you did not dance;
we sang a sad song, but you did not cry.’
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18 John came, and he did not eat like other people or drink wine. And people say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of
Man came, eating and drinking wine, and people say, ‘Look at him! He eats too much and drinks too much. He is a
friend of tax collectors and “sinners.”’ But wisdom is proved to be right by the things it does.”
JESUS WARNS UNBELIEVERS
20 Then Jesus criticized the cities where he did most of his miracles. He criticized them because the people
there did not change their lives and stop sinning. 21 Jesus said, “How terrible for you, Korazin! How terrible for
you, Bethsaida! I did many miracles in you. If those same miracles had happened in Tyre and Sidon,[b] then the
people there would have changed their lives a long time ago. They would have worn rough cloth and put ashes on
themselves to show that they had changed. 22 But I tell you, on the Judgment Day it will be worse for you than
for Tyre and Sidon. 23 And you, Capernaum,[c] will you be lifted up to heaven? No. You will be thrown down to
the depths. I did many miracles in you. If those same miracles had happened in Sodom,[d] its people would have
stopped sinning, and it would still be a city today. 24 But I tell you it will be worse for you on the Judgment Day
than for Sodom.”

Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. How does Jesus answer the question of John’s disciples? Why is this significant? (Isaiah 35:5-6 and 61:1-3 will
be helpful)
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4. What do we learn about John the Baptist in this passage?

5.What does Jesus mean when he says that the ones who are least in the kingdom are greater than John?

6. What does Jesus say about the cities in v20-24? Why is this significant?

7. How do we know things about God in v25-27? Why is that important?
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Suggested Activities
1. Jesus’ response to John’s disciples is quoting from the Old Testament. See if you can find the other times that
Matthew points to something about Jesus from the Old Testament in the previous chapters
Play the card game, The King is Coming (a variant of Emperor Scum).

Rules:
1. The aim of the game is to get rid of all your cards. The lowest card is a three and the highest card is a two.
2. Get rid of your card by playing one card higher than the previous card (for example, placing a four on a three) . A
round is won when a player plays the highest card and the other players choose not to play a higher card (you do
not have to play a card, even if you can).
3. The person who wins each round starts off the next round. They can play a single, a pair, a triple, or four cards of
the same number. Each subsequent player has to play the same number of cards.
4. In the this version of the game, the King is a trump card. This means it can be played as a single card over any
other set of cards. It is higher than the two. When this card is played, the player announces, “The King is here!”
-If they win the round by having the highest number, they say, “The King is coming!”
This reminds us that Jesus the King was coming all throughout the Old Testament, but now, the King is here!

Prayer Time

Thank you, Sorry, Please

Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.

E.g. Thank you: That Jesus shows that he is the promised Messiah, the promised King

Thank you: That Jesus shows that he is the promised Messiah, the promised King
Sorry: That we disobey you and can be like the unrepentant cities
Sorry: That we disobey you and can be like the unrepentant cities
Please: Help us obey you and listen to your word because you are the only way that we can know God
Please: Help us obey you and listen to your word because you are the only way that we can know God
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8
WEEK 8
Pray that God would help you understand what he has to say.

READ MATTHEW 11:28-30
28 “Come to me, all of you who are tired and have heavy loads. I will give you rest. 29 Accept my work and learn
from me. I am gentle and humble in spirit. And you will find rest for your souls. 30 The work that I ask you to accept
is easy. The load I give you to carry is not heavy.”

Questions
1. Are there any words which you don’t understand?

2. Are there any questions that you have?

3. What does Jesus offer and to whom?

4. What is Jesus’ command?
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5.What does Jesus mean when he describes people as “heavy laden”?

6. What is the “yoke” that Jesus is talking about?

7. How does this encourage you?

Suggested Activities
1. Write down something that is really hard to do on your own, that would be easier with Jesus’ help (e.g. being
kind to your sibling).

2. Summarise everything you’ve learnt in Matthew with a picture, a sentence, a dance - whatever you like!
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3. Write your favorite verses as a family from Matthew down and put it on the fridge.

Prayer

Prayer
Time
Thank you, Sorry, Please
Give thanks to God for something, say sorry for a sin, ask God for any requests that you may have.
E.g: Thank you: That you take Jesus takes on our burdens and gives us rest

Thank you: That you take Jesus takes on our burdens and gives us rest
Sorry: That we choose to deal with problems ourselves and not surrender control to Jesus

Sorry: That we choose to deal with problems ourselves and not surrender control to Jesus
Please: Take our yoke and help us accepts yours

Please: Take our yoke and help us accepts yours
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