KINGDOMS COLLIDE
M AT T HE W 8 - 1 1
GR OWTH G R OUP M AT ERIAL
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INTRODUCTION
MATTHEW 8-11
It’s such a great joy and privilege to have four accounts of the life of Jesus preserved for us in the Bible. Like the
exquisite wonder of a diamond, we can see the beauty of Jesus from four different perspectives as each writer
shows us the wonderful gospel from his unique perspective. John’s story starts with the divine; Luke shows us
Jesus from the human perspective; Mark demonstrates Jesus as the Suffering Servant. But it all starts with the
book of Matthew: the first narrative and the longest account of Jesus’ life. Matthew focuses on Jesus as the
long-awaited King.

Who is Matthew?
Matthew’s conversion story is found in the section we will be unpacking this term. We know that he is a tax collector and that when he throws a party, the only people he can think to invite are ‘tax collectors and sinners’ (Matt
10:10). Jesus spends an evening with them, and it’s here that we find one of the clearest declarations from Jesus
to his purpose:
It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’
For I have not come to call the righteous but the sinners. (Matt 9:12-13)
Matthew, like us, is one of the ‘sinners’ that Jesus calls to follow him. The calling of Matthew reminds us of what
we have seen already about Jesus: ‘…and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save people from
their sins’ (Matt 1:21).

What have we seen in Matthew so far?
In the pervious two terms we spent exploring Matthew’s gospel, we began by looking at Matthew 1-4 under the
title, ‘See and Hear the King’. We considered Matthew through the lens of the Parable of the Sower in chapter 13.
We wanted to be people who see King Jesus clearly, hear the King and put his words into practice so that we
would be blessed (Matt 13:16). We prayed that we would be the good soil so that when the word falls upon us we
produce a crop (Matt 13:23). We then spent some time looking through Jesus’ well-known speech in Matthew 5-7,
the Sermon on the Mount, in a series entitled, ‘Seek first the Kingdom’.

What themes will we encounter?
We begin this series with Jesus coming down from the mountain, his sermon ringing in the ears of the crowd that
has gathered. At this point, we start to see ‘Kingdoms Collide’. As the King, Jesus will be confronted by many alternate kingdoms – sin, death, the religious leaders of the day, sickness, creation. All of these will go head to head
with Jesus. As Jesus is confronted by opposition, what sort of King will Jesus be? How will he demonstrate his
authority? Who will accept it? What sort of disciples do we need to be In light of these aspects of Jesus kingship?

Here are some of the themes of this series:
CONFLICT:
Jesus steps on toes, ruffles feathers and stirs up division! Conflict is everywhere in these chapters, from controversies about forgiveness of sin and associating with sinners to accusations of collaborating with the Devil. This
is a King with authority who doesn’t always sit comfortably with us. He also warns his followers that conflict will
follow them.
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DISCIPLESHIP:
As more and more of Jesus is revealed in these chapters, we as the readers need to figure out what sort of follower we will be like. Will we have the faith like the leper who says, ‘if you are willing, you can make me clean’ (8:2);
like the centurion to whom Jesus says, ‘Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith’
(8:10)? Or are we following Jesus like those in the boat who are ‘of little faith’ (8:26)? Can we follow someone
that boldly commands, ‘follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead’ (8:22)? Or will we be like Matthew, who
readily responds to Jesus call to follow him (9:9)? The question of discipleship is never far away throughout this
section.
MISSION:
From beginning to end, Matthew reveals to us God’s desire to expand the people of God beyond Jewish boundaries. ‘All nations’ are never far away in the narrative of Matthew, as shown by the opening names of the genealogy,
the meaning of Jesus’ own name, the sending of the disciples (ch 10) and the Great Commission (ch 28). As we
study these few chapters, we will see that part of being a disciple is to be on the same mission as Jesus – albeit
playing a very different role. We are to be workers in the ever-abundant harvest field. But we must remember that
‘a student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master’ (Matt 10:24). Opposition will also be close by
as we seek to ‘make disciples in ever increasing number to the glory of God’.

What’s the plan for this term?
DATE

SECTION OF MATTHEW

OTHER

20 October

8:1-17

27 October

8:18-34

3 November

9:1-13

Confirmation at Night Church

10 November

9:14-34

Compassion Sunday

17 November

9:35-10:15

24 November

10:16-42

1 December

11:1-24

8 December

11:25-30

Baptism Sunday/ Evangelistic sermon

Recommended Reading List
Craig Keener,
Matthew (IVP New Testament Commentary Series)

J. Mack Stiles
Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus

R. T. France
Matthew (Tyndale New Testament Commentaries)

Schachtel, Lim & Wilson
Changing Lanes, Crossing Cultures

Rodney Reeves
Matthew (Story of God Commentary)
These studies were prepared by:
Jack Day (jackd@stpaulsanglican.org.au)
Gary Koo (garyk@stpaulsanglican.org.au)
Dave Keun (davek@stpaulsanglican.org.au)
If you have any questions, feel free to get in touch.
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STUDY 1: AUTHORITY OF THE KING
MATTHEW 8:1-17
Observation
1. Why were people following Jesus? (Matthew 4:23-25)

2. What has Jesus just done and how did those listening respond to him? (Matthew 5-7; 7:28-29)

3. How does Jesus demonstrate his authority in Matthew 8:1-17?

Interpretation
1. A man with leprosy asks Jesus to heal him (v2). What is the significance of him asking ‘if you are willing’ rather
than ‘if you are able’?

2. How is being ‘clean’ more than just a matter of hygiene? (Leviticus 13:1-8; 45-46)
a) How does Jesus healing the leper restore the man’s relationship with God?

3. What is the relationship between what the centurion says in verse 9 to what he says in verse 8 when it comes
to Jesus’ ability to heal? (cf. 8:3b)

a) In what way is this an example of faith? (8:10)

3. What do verses 11 and 12 tell us about how one enters the kingdom of heaven? (cf. Luke 13:22-30)
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4. How might the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy point to Jesus coming to do more than just heal the sick? (Isaiah
53:1-6)

5. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1. On a scale of one to ten, how do people view the following when it comes to their ‘authority’ and ability to shape
one’s life?
Education
Achievement
Wealth
Family
Health
2. How might the attitude of the centurion speak into one’s trust in these things?

3. How does the authority of Jesus challenge the way that you live?
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STUDY 2: AUTHORITY OF THE KING OVER DEATH
MATTHEW 8:18-34
Observation
Break up the passage into three parts based on the movements of Jesus.
1. Where are the Gadarenes? What other clue do we get that this is a non-Jewish area?

2. What do these parts say in terms of Jesus being greater than …
a) Jesus >
b) Jesus >
c) Jesus >
3. Have you ever had to deal with similar situations in your own life?

Interpretation
1. How is Jesus’ answer in verse 20 a response to the teacher’s assertion in verse 19?

2. What is Jesus saying to the disciple in verse 22? Is this insensitive or is there more going on?

3. How does Jesus’ question in verse 26 relate to the previous study?

4. What is the answer to the disciples’ question in verse 27? (cf. Psalm 69:1; Isaiah 43:1-3)
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5. Matthew’s account in 8:28-34 has two demon-possessed men while Mark and Luke have one (Mark 5:1-20; Luke
8:26-39). Is this a contradiction? How would you explain this?

6. How do the demons answer the disciples’ question from the previous section (8:27)?

7. What is the main point Matthew is making in 8:28-34?

8. What is surprising about the people’s response to what Jesus has just done?

9. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1. What do the three encounters say to us about:
a) The priority of following Jesus?
b) Jesus and our fear of death?
c) Jesus and spiritual death?
2. What can we learn from the responses of the other people in this passage?

3. What are some situations in life where we’re tempted to do the same?

4. What will help us continue to trust Jesus in those moments?
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STUDY 3: THE KING HAS COME FOR SINNERS
MATTHEW 9:1-13
Observation
1. In the columns below, use words and arrows to keep track of the action in these two scenes (vv. 1-8 and vv. 9-13).
Who says or does what, and to whom?
JESUS
Steps off boat into town
“Sins are forgiven”

PARALYZED MAN

TEACHERS OF THE LAW

CROWD

Brought to
“He’s blaspheming!”

Interpretation
1. The paralysed man came to Jesus to be healed, but Jesus doesn’t start by healing him.
Why not? What are sins, and why do they need to be forgiven?
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2. What does “blaspheming” mean? See Leviticus 24:15-16 for some OT background.
Why do the teachers of the law accuse Jesus of blaspheming (vv. 3-4)?

3. Of the two options in v. 5, which one is easier to say? What point is Jesus making about himself as he heals the
paralysed man?

4. Why do the Pharisees pull Jesus up for eating at Matthew’s house “with tax collectors and sinners” (vv. 9-11)?

5. Why does Jesus tell them to go and read Hosea 6:6, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”?

6. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1. Do you see the forgiveness of your sins as your greatest need in life? If you did, how would that affect the way
you pray?

2. Do you ever think you’ve sinned too much to be accepted by God? What do you think Jesus would say to you (vv.
12-13)?

3. Who would the “tax collectors and sinners” in our society be today? How do you think about and relate to those
people? Would they feel welcome in our church? What needs to change?
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STUDY 4: THE KING YOU CAN TRUST
MATTHEW 9:14-34
Observation
1. What three illustrations does Jesus use in vv. 14-17? What do you think they mean?

2. Compare and contrast the four encounters in vv. 18-33. What’s similar between them and what’s different?

ENCOUNTER

SIMILARITIES

1. 18-19, 23-26

2. 20-22

3. 27-31

4. 32-34

Interpretation
1. What is new about Jesus and the kingdom he is bringing in (vv. 16-17)?

-10-

DIFFERENCES

2. What does it mean that Jesus is called the “son of David” (v. 27)? Why do you think the blind men call him that?

3. Read Matthew 11:2-6. According to Jesus himself, what do these miracles in chapter 9 tell us about who he is?
For some OT background see Isaiah 29:18, 35:5-6, and 42:6-7.

4. How do different people respond to Jesus and his deeds in this chapter? Why do you think they respond that
way?

5. If this passage was all you had to go on, how would you define “faith”?

6. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1. What situation(s) are you facing in life where you need to rely on Jesus?

2. How does this passage help you see that Jesus is worth trusting in that situation?
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STUDY 5: THE KING AND THE LOST SHEEP
MATTHEW 9:35-10:15
Observation/Interpretation
1. As Jesus goes about Galilee, how does he feel about the crowds he meets? Why?

2. Have a read of Ezekiel 34:1-11. With this background in mind, what do you think Matthew is communicating by
referring to the crowds as “sheep without a shepherd”?

3. What does Jesus do in 9:37-10:1 to address the lostness of the people?

4. Jesus could have just said the workers are few (9:37), and then immediately sent his disciples out to be
workers (10:1). Why do you think he calls his disciples to pray in between (9:38)?

5. 10:2-4 is the first time in Matthew that we find out there are twelve disciples. What is the significance of this
number?

6. Look at 10:1 and 5-8 and compare them to Matt 4:17 and 9:35. How does the disciples’ mission relate to Jesus’
own authority and mission?
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7. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1. Do you share Jesus’ compassion for lost people? Why or why not?

2. How has Jesus sent us out on mission as his disciples today? See Matt 28:17-20.

3. What principles does Jesus call the disciples to live by as they go out on mission (vv. 9-15)? What can we learn
from them?

4. Spend some time praying:
a) For God to send out workers into the harvest fields of your neighbourhood, your community, your workplace,
your place of study and so on.
b) That you would each boldly take up opportunities to be a harvest worker in those fields!
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STUDY 6: STANDING WITH THE KING
MATTHEW 10:16-42
Launching question
“Nothing is so important that it is worth fighting for.”
Discuss.

Observation
1. How does Jesus describe the situation he is sending his disciples into?

2. What are the three reasons for why Jesus wants his listeners to ‘not be afraid’? (v26, 28, 31) Do they help you
to not be fearful? Why/Why not?

3. What sort of loyalty/allegiance is Jesus calling us to as followers of him in 10:37-39? (see also 16:24-26)

Interpretation
1. What does it mean to have the ‘Spirit of the Father’ (10:20) speaking through us? (see John 15:26 for help)

2. How is v19-20 a source of comfort?

3. What does Jesus mean when he says that the disciples ‘will not finish going through the towns of Israel before
the Son of Man comes’?
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4. Who are the ‘little ones’ in 10:42? (see also 18:6, 10; 25:40, 45) What is our reaction supposed to be? Do we do
that?

5. What does Jesus mean by saying he hasn’t come to ‘bring peace but a sword’? How does 26:52 come to play in
your answer?

6. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1. In what ways have you experienced being a lamb among wolves?

2. How does thinking like this help you as you share Jesus to the world around you?

3. Does the world’s reaction to you being a Christian/the gospel surprise you?

4. How can we help each other to not be afraid of being an active follower of Jesus in a ‘wolf-like’ world?

5. How does your allegiance to Jesus impact/divide your immediate family?
• Love it
• Tolerate it
• Silent about it
• Hate it
Why do they have that reaction?
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STUDY 7: THE REJECTED KING
MATTHEW 11:1-24
Observation
1. What is the repeated phrase in v2 and v19?

2. How does Jesus answer John’s question? (see Isaiah 35:5-6 & 61:1-3)

3. What is the repeated phrase in v7-10? What point is Jesus making?

4. What does Jesus say about John & us in v11?

5. Why did Jesus do miracles (v20)?

6. What’s the pattern in v20-24?

Interpretation
1. What does it mean when Jesus says, ‘not stumble over me’ (or ‘not offended by me’) in v6?

a. Who in this passage stumbles?

b. How do we see that?
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2. Matthew 11:12 is a tricky passage to interpret with two usages of the ‘violence’ word. There are three possible
meanings:
1) Take them all as positive statements: ‘the kingdom is advancing!’.
2) Take them all as negative statements: ‘the kingdom will be oppressed’
3) Take it as a contrast: ‘the kingdom is advancing but will be oppressed’ (growth with opposition)
What makes sense of the context?

3. Why is Jesus so scathing on ‘this generation’ in v16-19?

4. To summarise so far, what have we learned about the king? What have we learned from the collision in this
passage?

Application
1.If we are confused about who Jesus is, like John the Baptist, what does this passage show us we need to do?

2. If we are greater than John the Baptist (‘the least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than he’ -v11), what
does this tell us about our own position in salvation history? What does it also tell us about what is most
important in life? Does it give perspective on other things going on in your life?

3. How is Capernaum a stark reminder for those who have familiarity with contempt towards Christianity?
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STUDY 8: RESTING IN THE REVEALED KING
MATTHEW 11:25-30
Observation
1. Who does the Father reveal things to in v25-26? Does this surprise you?

2. What do you notice about the nature of the Father and Son relationship?

Interpretation
1. Who are the ‘weary and burdened’ people in this passage? Who are they today?

2. A yoke is a harness used by oxen to make it easier to pull a cart. Why would someone want to take Jesus yoke?

a. When Jesus says asks us to ‘take my yoke’ is he offering work or rest?

b. What is the ‘yoke-exchange’ on offer? (Think about our sin vs faith in Jesus)

3. What is the rest Jesus speaks of here? (Refer to Ps 62:5-7 to help)
a. How do we get the rest?
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Application
1. What does the world do with being weary/burdened and restless souls?
a. What is a Christians response?

2. Jesus offers an invitation to come to him. Who can you share this invitation with?
a. Who will respond to this invitation (v25, 27)?

i. Does this help or hinder your endeavours to share the gospel? Why/Why not?

b. What does this mean for your prayer life?

3. What does this passage mean for your devoted and sincere friend who doesn’t believe in Jesus?
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