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INTRODUCTION
TERM 4 2019

We hope you enjoy this personal Bible reading plan, designed to lead you through Matthew’s gospel in 10
weeks. While we are only covering a few chapters in our sermon series, our prayer is that this sweeping
overview will remind you of where we’ve already been in this gospel and see the overarching themes.
Matthew presents a clear and thorough account of who Jesus is and what he accomplished in his life,
death, and resurrection. At the heart of Matthew’s account is the identification of Jesus Christ as the
true King who ushers in the kingdom of heaven. We get to know him through his baptism, temptations,
healings, miracles, parables, intimate teaching of his disciples, judgement of the leaders of the day, and
ultimately in his death on the cross and resurrection.
The book also looks back in history, giving explicit attention to how Jesus fulfils the Old Testament and is
Israel’s hope for a king to usher in the age of the new covenant. To help you grapple with this background,
we have placed a summary of all the cross references in Matthew at the back of this booklet.
Matthew’s gospel also gives us a clear picture of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, with all of
Jesus’ radical demands on his followers amidst a hostile world. Jesus’ command to “repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand”(4:17) catapults us into his teaching about a Kingdom that is so different
to what the Jews were expecting – a kingdom that demands a life lived in stark contrast to their current
ways. The book also looks forward by propelling the church out into the world to take the gospel to all
nations so that the reign of King Jesus is further expanded over all creation.
If you are a visual learner, a great overview of Matthew can be found at
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/matthew
We are really excited that you are taking on this challenge! To help you along the way, we encourage
you to do it with someone else, or let your Growth Group leader know you are giving it a go, so they can
encourage you on your journey and help with answering any questions that come up.
These studies were written by Naomi Lawson, Caleb Knight, Amy Robson, Dave and Oli Mullins. If you have any questions
please email naomil@stpaulsanglican.org.au
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OUTLINE
WEEK 1

Matthew 1-2

WEEK 2

Matthew 3-4

WEEK 3

Matthew 5-7

WEEK 4

Matthew 8-10

WEEK 5

Matthew 11-13

WEEK 6

Matthew 14-16

WEEK 7

Matthew 17-20

WEEK 8

Matthew 21-22

WEEK 9

Matthew 23-25

WEEK 10

Matthew 26-28

3

WEEK 1: MATTHEW 1-2
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 1
1. Matthew starts his gospel with a genealogy. What are some things about the genealogy that stand out to you?

2.How does this help us understand how Jesus is going to fit into God’s plan?

Optional stretch question: Read Gen 12:1-3, 22:18, 2 Sam 7:11-16, Ps 89:3-4. How do these help us to
understand what Jesus came to do?
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TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 1 & 2
1. How do people respond to the news of Jesus being born?
• Joseph

• The Magi

• Herod

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 1:18 – 2:23
1. What parts do we see God playing in Jesus entering the world?
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THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 1:18 – 2:18
1. Look up the Old Testament references in this section.
2. Why does Matthew use each of these references?
Reference

Purpose

1:22

2:6

2:15

2:18

2:23

FRIDAY
Jesus, God’s son has entered the world, fully God and fully man. Spend some time reflecting on the enormity of
this, as you remember how many Old Testament promises have already been fulfilled just through his birth.
1. What are you anticipating learning in Matthew?

2. What words would you use to describe Jesus and what he teaches? (We will reflect back on this at the end of
the book)
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WEEK 2: MATTHEW 3-4
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 3
1. What is John preaching?

2. What are the differences between the two groups of people (v5 and v7) coming out to John in the wilderness?

3. What two things will the “one who is more powerful” do (v11-12)?

4. What does chapter 3 teach us about the identity of Jesus?

TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 4:1-11
1. A comparison is being made between the nation of Israel and Jesus as they spend 40 year and 40 days
respectively in the desert. What was the purpose of their time in the desert (Deuteronomy 8:2)?

2. Fill out the table below
THE TEST

ISRAEL’S RESPONSE

JESUS’ RESPONSE

Grumbled about God’s lack of
provision

Matthew 4:2-3

(Exodus 16:3, Deuteronomy 8:2-3)

Matthew 4:4, Deuteronomy 8:2-3
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They did not trust that God was
with them and tested him at
Massah
Matthew 4:5-6

Deuteronomy 6:16, Exodus 17:7

Matthew 4:7, Deuteronomy 6:16

They turned from God and served
idols

Matthew 4:8-9

Deuteronomy 9:12

Matthew 4:10, Deuteronomy 6:13-14

3. What do the differences between Israel and Jesus reveal about Jesus’ identity?

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 4:12-17
1. The great light of the Messiah has dawned in Zebulun and Naphtali (read Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7 to dig deeper). How
are the place and the people that the light has dawned on described here in Matthew?

2. What is Jesus’ message to them?

3. What does this reveal about Jesus’ kingdom?
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THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 4:17-25
1. What does Jesus’ ministry look like?

2. How is Jesus’ ministry similar and different to that of John the Baptist?

3. How do people respond to the ministry of Jesus here?

FRIDAY
The kingdom of heaven has come near. Jesus has arrived to call people to repentance and to judge those who do
not repent. Jesus has succeeded where Israel failed and started His ministry of preaching, healing and calling
people to follow Him.
Spend some time reflecting on why this Jesus is worth following.

1. What stood out to you the most about Jesus from chapters 3-4?

2. What is one thing you could praise and thank God for in light of these chapters?
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WEEK 3: MATTHEW 5-7
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 5:1-20
1. Jesus has just been tempted 40 days in the desert, and now he is teaching his people on a mountain. What 0T
scene does this evoke? What’s the significance of this? (new prophet, new promised land).

2. Have a look at the kinds of people he wants to bless. Are they easy or hard things to do/be? (Do you often
aspire to be that kind of person?)

3. Have a look at the Blessings. Do they have anything in common?

4. Which one stands out and what is different about it?

Optional stretch question: Ps. 51. are you contrite/poor in Spirit? Why does Jesus want his followers to act so
differently? What’s a sign that someone is living like Jesus?
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TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 5:21-48
1. Can you spot the pattern?

2. Compere with quoted OT passages. Do you notice anything?

3. What kind of changes is Jesus making to what they have “heard”?

4. Would you prefer to be judged according to their version or Jesus’ version?

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 6:1-24
1. Find the pattern in this passage (use coloured pens if you’d like!) 1-4, 5-6, 16-8 describe praying, fasting,
giving...these are religious things. Who do we often try to please with our religious activities?

2. What kind of reward are we looking for?

3. What should we desire rather than people’s praise? (prayer, 9-15, 19-24).

4. What relationship do we have with God that Jesus emphasises?
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THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 6:25-7:12
1. What makes it hard to focus on the Kingdom of heaven?

2. What things do we worry about on earth? Are we in control of these things?

3. Why can we trust God to do what is best for us? Do you?

4. What does it mean to seek the Kingdom of Heaven and not things on earth?

FRIDAY
READ MATTHEW 7:13-27
1. In today’s passage we are presented with 4 stories revealing real and pretend followers. Complete the table
below from these.
Difference between real and pretend
followers
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What it reveals about them

Consequences

2. What do you think is the main meaning of these parables?

3. This week contains lots of hard teaching. Reflect on 2 parts you can work on. Ask for God’s help to change.

WEEK 4: MATTHEW 8-10
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 8
1. This section has 5 stories of Jesus’ miracles. Is there anything that stands out to you from these, perhaps a
pattern that you see throughout?

2. What seems to be the effect on the people around Jesus as they witness these miracles?

3. 8:18-23 shows Jesus talking to a scribe who claims to be a faithful follower. Why do you think Jesus has such
a seemingly extreme reaction to the scribe’s comment about his father? What do you think this means for us as
Jesus’ followers?
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TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 9
1. Keeping in mind chapter 8 which we read yesterday, can you see any patterns emerging in the layout of the
stories?

2. Why do you think Jesus’ approach to ministry (9:9-13) is so different to what the Pharisees are comfortable
with? How can this challenge us as we go about making disciples?

3. Read again 9:35-38. What is Jesus’ priority? Is this your priority? Is this our church’s priority?

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 10:1-23
1. Why do you think that Jesus says the judgement will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for the
towns who now hear and reject Jesus?

2. Jesus has a sense of urgency in this passage when instructing his disciples on the spreading of the good
news. Do you see this urgency in your life when thinking about the spread of the gospel? Why/why not?
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THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 10:24-42
1. What characteristics of Jesus do we see in this passage? Are there any that surprise you?

2. How does Jesus describe his followers in this passage? List three characteristics that stand out as a
challenge to you.

3. 10:35-36 references Micah 7. Read Micah 7:1-7. How does this deepen our understanding of the passage in
Matthew?

FRIDAY
1. How have chapters 8-10 of Matthew challenged you this week?

2. Read again 9:36-38. Do you see yourself as a worker? What work can you be doing now?

How will you serve? Who will you invite?
3. Pray that God would be continually transforming you to become more like his Son.
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WEEK 5: MATTHEW 11-13
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 11:1-30
1. In v4 Jesus is answering from Isaiah. Read Isaiah 35:5-10 and Isaiah 61:1-4. What is happening in these
passages when the blind see, the poor are preached to, etc?

2. List every time Jesus is rejected or his identity is mistaken.

3. What does Jesus mean in 25-26? How does this connect to the previous events?

4. How does this impact us?

5. Read v28-30. A yoke is what you put on an ox to direct it, not dissimilar to putting blinkers and stirrups on
a horse. How then can accepting Jesus’ rule mean a light load? What is your experience of this? What does he
promise?

Optional stretch question: List the passages directly quoted. Why has Matthew used these here? (go back and
look at them in the OT)
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TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 12:1-21
1. What are the Pharisees’ quarrels with Jesus?

2. How does he answer them?

3. What does this passage teach us about Jesus’ interaction with the OT law? What does it teach us about his
authority?

4. Do you treat Jesus as the Christ?

Stretch - Why is Isaiah 42:1-4 quoted here? What does it teach us about Jesus?

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 12:22-50
1. Twice (v34, 45) Jesus calls the Pharisees ‘evil’. What have they said for him to speak like that?

2. What are the implications of their questions? (spend most time on this question)

17

3. What is his response to them?

4. Jesus’ response to his family in 48 is strange. What can we learn from it?
How can we live in light of judgement day now?

Optional stretch question: What does it mean to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit? (hint – think about the
Isaiah references over the last 2 chapters! What have they told us about Jesus?)

THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 13:1-58 (PART 1)
1. Read all the parables and fill out the table:
Reference
Sower
Weeds

Mustard Seed
Leaven

Hidden treasure

Pearl

Net
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Similarities

Differences

2. Why does Jesus teach in parables? (10-16)

3. Isn’t that confusing? Why would Jesus do that?

4. How does Jesus explain the parables? How do people get the parables explained to them?

5. Pray to ask God to keep revealing his word to you – we need it!

FRIDAY
READ MATTHEW 13:1-58 (PART 2)
1. Hopefully you noticed yesterday that all the parables are about the Kingdom of God/Kingdom of Heaven. What
do these parables teach us about the Kingdom of God? Particularly about who is in it, how does it come about,
how does it appear in this world, how does one enter it?

2. What is the Kingdom of God like today?

3. What is our place in the Kingdom of God today?
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WEEK 6: MATTHEW 14-16
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 14:1-15:20
1. Why has Matthew drawn similarities between John and Jesus?

2. What do the miracles in 14:13-36 teach us about who Jesus is? (Ex 3:14 may be helpful)

TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 15
1. When the Pharisees indignantly asked why Jesus’ disciples disregard one of their religious rules, Jesus
responds by calling them hypocrites. Identify the reasons Jesus gives for calling them this (Matt. 15:1–9).

2. According to Jesus’ teaching in vs 10-20 what do the Pharisees not understand?

3. Reflect on what is coming out of your mouth at present. What does it reflect about your heart?

4. Nearly all of Jesus’ ministry took place within the traditional borders of Israel in areas dominated by Jews. Yet
Matthew 15:21–39 presents Jesus traveling in Gentile territory. What do the three stories in this section show
us about the response of Gentiles to him?
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WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 16
1.You may like to look back at 12:38-45 to refresh yourself on the sign of Jonah.

2. How do vs 1-12 further our understanding of the Pharisees opinions of Jesus and the impact Jesus knows they
could have?

Optional stretch question: we can see so far in Matthew that the Pharisees are looking for a very different leader
to who Jesus is revealing himself to be. Read Ps 2 and Dan 2 and put together a picture of the king they were
anticipating.

3. How can we be tempted to look for such a king?

THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 16
1. 16:14 is a big turning point in Matthew’s gospel. What do we learn about Who Jesus is and what he has come
to do in the chapter?
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3. What does he predict here? Why is this so astounding for the disciples?

Optional stretch question: Read Isaiah 53. How does this OT passage contrast to the passages we read
yesterday and help us understand what Jesus has really come to do?

FRIDAY
FOCUS: MATTHEW 16:24-26
1. What call does he make of those who follow him?

2. Think back over what you have read so far in Matthew. Summarise what it means to take up your cross and
follow Jesus, thus far?

3. How do you try to gain the whole world?

4. How will you be a radical disciple this week?
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WEEK 7: MATTHEW 17-20
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 17
1. How does the transfiguration help us better understand who Jesus is and what he has come to do?

2. What have you read in Matthew already that helps you understand why Jesus can call the crowd an unbelieving
and perverse generation? Do you think this is a fair description?

TUESDAY
1. In chapters 18-20 we see Jesus teaching his disciples about the Kingdom of heaven. It seems upside down to
what they would have been expecting. Use the table below to discover what Jesus is teaching in Chapter 18.

Passage

Big idea about the problem

18:1-4

18:6-9

18:10-14

18:15-20

18:21-35

23

2. Which of these do you find hardest to hear? Pray that God will change your heart in this.

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 19
1.In 19:1-12, why do the pharisees ask Jesus about divorce?

2. In 18:1-5 and 19:13-15 Jesus is interacting with little children. What do we learn about the place of children in
God’s kingdom?

3. 19:16-30 gives more hard teaching about the kingdom of God. Summarise what Jesus is teaching here.

4. How can you be last this week?
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THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 20
1. Our world thinks one way about greatness and leadership. Here Jesus teaches another way. What do we learn
about greatness in this chapter?

2. “So the last will be first and the first will be last”. How does the parable help us understand what Jesus is
saying here? Why can this be a trap for long-term Christians?

3. This is now the third prediction of Jesus’ death. Why does he teach about this 3 times in amongst his teaching
about the kingdom and greatness?

4. What is the significance of 2 blind men receiving their sight at this point in Matthew’s gospel? (Hint: he’s
about to enter Jerusalem)

FRIDAY
1. Skim again over the last 3 chapters. Jesus has taught us much about the Kingdom of heaven.
• What did you know already?

• What has been new to you?

2. How has your understanding of God’s kingdom been changed/enhanced this week?

3. Thank God that he has taught us what his kingdom will be like.
25

WEEK 8: MATTHEW 21-22
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 21:1-22
1. Read back over 16:21.

2. Use the OT references in the back of the booklet to help you summarise the importance of Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem and turning of the tables in the temple. How does this help us further understand his identity?

3. What does the fig tree and Jesus judgement represent? (If you find this a bit tricky to work out, maybe come
back to it on Friday)

TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 21:23-22:14
1. The leaders now confront Jesus, and he exposes their ignorance and false motives in 3 stories. Summarise the
main idea behind each story:
1) The two sons (21:28-32)

2) The story of the tenants (21:33-46)

3) The story of the wedding feast (22:1-14)
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WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 21:23-22:14
1.What unites these 3 stories together?

2. How do they expose the ignorance and false motives of the leaders?

THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 22:15-40
1. The leaders don’t appreciate Jesus’ teaching and ask him 3 questions to try to trap him. What is Jesus’
primary point in reply to each of these questions?

FRIDAY
READ MATTHEW 22:41-45 AND PSALM 110
1. How does Psalm 110 help us answer Jesus’ question in verse 45?

2. How does this help us better understand the Messiah?
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WEEK 9: MATTHEW 23-25
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 23:1-22
1. In v 1-12 What does Jesus call earthly leaders to act like?

2. In contrast to this, what does Jesus repeatedly call the Pharisees in this chapter?

3. In v 13-39 Jesus presents seven “woes” to the leaders. Today we will look at the first 3. Summarise Jesus’
points:
Woe 1 –
Woe 2 Woe 3 –

TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 23:23-39
1. Continue your summary:
Woe 4 –
Woe 5 –
Woe 6 –
Woe 7 –
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2. Do you find yourself at risk of any of these behaviours? Ask God to keep changing you.

Optional stretch question – Can you identify places earlier in Matthew where you have read this teaching?

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 24:1-35
Jesus follows up his condemnation of the earthly teachers with intimate teaching of the disciples about the end
of the age.
1. In v 1-15
What are the disciples to watch for?

What does he call the disciples to do?

2. In v 15-35 Jesus description seems to become more specific. What specific ways does Jesus warn the
disciples to not be deceived?

3. There are tricky ideas in this passage you may choose to investigate further. But however they are understood,
what encouragement do we receive from v 35? What does this mean for your faith?
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THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 24:36 – 51
1. How does Jesus reference to Noah help us understand the nature of The Day?

2. V 42-51 are the first 2 of 5 parables (we will look at the rest tomorrow). Each uniquely fill out the theme of
preparedness for Jesus’ return.

a) Parable 1 – How does this help us understand to be ready?

b) Parable 2 – What are we to learn from the wicked servant?

Optional stretch question – Read 1 Thes 5:1-8, 1 Pet 4:7, 2 Pet 3:10-13. How do these passages help grow our
understanding of how to live in light of Jesus’ second coming?

FRIDAY
READ MATTHEW 25
1. These remaining 3 parables are much more lengthy.

a) Parable 3 – How does this help us think about how we act while we wait?

b) Parable 4 – What is most important to the master?
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4. Parable 5 – What is the fundamental difference between the sheep and the goats?

5. What do you need to do this week to ensure that you are a sheep who is ready for Jesus’ return?

WEEK 10: MATTHEW 26-28
MONDAY
READ MATTHEW 26:1-35
1. What signs are there that Jesus knows he is about to be crucified?

2. What does Jesus teach his disciples through sharing this Passover meal with them?

3. We see multiple examples of human failing and sinfulness in this passage. What contrast does this draw?

TUESDAY
READ MATTHEW 26:36-74
1. V36-46 give us an intimate look into the heart of Jesus. What more does it teach us about our Messiah and his
relationship with his father?
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2. What characteristics of Jesus are on display in these events?

WEDNESDAY
READ MATTHEW 27:1-31
1. Read Isaiah 53:7-9. How do we see this fulfilled in Matthew’s account?

2. What are the parallels between Barabbas’ situation and ours?

THURSDAY
READ MATTHEW 27:32-66
1. We see lots of different attitudes to Jesus in this passage. List them below. What is your attitude to Jesus at
this point?

2. V 46 implies an even deeper pain than just the physical. Read Isaiah 53:1-6. What is the significance of this?

3. Spend a few minutes resting in the reality of what Jesus has done for you and lift your hearts in thankful prayer
to God.
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FRIDAY
READ MATTHEW 28
1. This is the culmination of many of the themes we have explored through Matthew. Think back over the past 10
weeks and list the themes you can see here.

2. What does it look like to fulfil Jesus commission in v18-20

Optional stretch question: According to 1 Co 15:12-28, why is the resurrection so significant?
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FINAL REFLECTIONS
We have been presented with a Messiah who fulfils many prophesies of the Old Testament, announces the coming
of the kingdom, fulfils the law, presents a Kingdom of God upside down to what the Jews were expecting, dies and
rises again for the sins of the world. As we finish the series, reflect on the following:

What have you learnt about this Messiah from Matthew?
What do you need to spend more time investigating?
What needs to change in your heart to help you follow this Messiah?
What needs to change in your actions to show that you are following this Messiah?
Tell someone else the answers to these questions so they can uphold you in prayer and ask God to be changing
you so that you can keep watch and be ready for the day Jesus returns.
Come Lord Jesus!

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations….
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”
(Matt 28:19-20)

“How will you serve? Who will you invite?”
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OLD TESTAMENT REFERENCES IN MATTHEW
Matthew Reference Old Testament Reference

15:4a

Exodus 20:12, Deuteronomy 5:16

1:22

Isaiah 7:13-14

15:4b

Exodus 21:17, Leviticus 20:9

2:6

Micah 5:2-4

15:8-9

Isaiah 29:13

2:15

Hosea 11:1

18:16

Deuteronomy 19:15

2:18

Jeremiah 31:15-17

19:4

Genesis 1:27

2:23

While Matthew states this is fulfilling what was said through the
prophets, there is no obvious Old
Testament quote for this.

19:5

Genesis 2:24

19:19

Exodus 20:12-16, Leviticus 19:18

21:5

Zechariah 9:9

3:3

Isaiah 40:1-5

4:4

Deuteronomy 8:1-3

21:9

Psalm 118:25-26

4:6

Psalm 9:11-12

21:13

Isaiah 56:7, Jeremiah 7:11

4:7

Deuteronomy 6:16

21:16

Psalm 8:2

4:10

Deuteronomy 6:13

21:42

Psalm 118:22-23

4:15-16

Isaiah 9:1-2

22:32

Exodus 3:6

5:21

Exodus 20:13

22:37

Deuteronomy 6:5

5:27

Exodus 20:14

22:39

Leviticus 19:18

5:31

Deuteronomy 24:1

22:44

Psalm 110:1

5:38

Exodus 21:24, Leviticus 24:20,
Deuteronomy 19:21

23:39

Psalm 118: 26

5:43

Leviticus 19:18

24:15

Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11

8:17

Isaiah 53:4

25:29

Isaiah 13:10, 34:4

9:12

Hosea 6:6

24:30

Daniel 7:13-14

10:35-36

Micah 7:6

26:31

Zechariah 13:7

11:10

Malachi 3:1

26:64

Psalm 110:1, Daniel 7:13

12:7

Hosea 6:6

27:46

Psalm 22:1

12:18-21

Isaiah 42:1-4

13:13

Deuteronomy 29:4

13:14-15

Isaiah 6:9-10

13:35

Psalm 78:2
35

36

