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Study One: Joel 1:1-20
GET ORIENTED

Joel is the second book in the ‘Book of the Twelve’
(the twelve minor prophets).
READ JOEL 1.
1. Who is the author of this book?

Israel was united under King David, but during the reign of his son Solomon it split into two
kingdoms. The tribes of Judah and Benjamin stayed loyal to Solomon and to the Davidic
kingship and formed the southern kingdom of Judah. The other 10 tribes chose another king
and formed the northern kingdom, confusingly called Israel.

2. The prophets tend to address either the northern kingdom
or the southern kingdom. Are there any clues in the passage
as to which kingdom Joel is addressing?

Background Information
Locusts:
Watch Swarm of Locusts devour everything in their path
David Attenborough on BBC Earth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bx5JUGVahk
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LOCUSTS
Locusts are a species of grasshoppers that do not usually
pose a problem. However, under the right conditions, eggs
that have lain dormant for 20 years hatch and the development of the young grasshoppers is fast-tracked. The locusts
form groups which join to become swarms which in turn join
to become plagues of billions of locusts up to 60 kilometers
wide. They eat hundreds of tons of vegetation every day,
devouring everything in their path.
Locusts were the eighth plague God visited on Egypt (Exodus
10:1-20).

PROPHETS AND THE PROMISES OF GOD
Much of the prophetic writings involve the application of the curses and blessings described in Deuteronomy 28. Joel does not identify any particular sins of Judah at this time,
however, reading Dt 28:15, 38-48, what can we infer that the people of Judah did?

3. Read Deuteronomy 30:1-10. What is the remedy?

4. Time yourselves! Give yourselves 5 minutes and list all the words you can find in Joel 1
that belong in these categories.
MOURNING

AGRICULTURE

RUIN
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5. What is the consequence of the locust plague for temple worship?

6. What does Joel want the people of Judah to do about this disaster?

7. Write the message of Joel 1 as a tweet (140 characters or less).

8. Why do you think Joel takes so long to express this message compared with your tweet?
Why do you think he uses poetry and images (the plague of locusts is described like an
army without number that has the teeth of a lion)?

9. Are we slow to repent in our own lives? What would it take to convince us to change?

James calls on Christians who are struggling with a love for the things of this world to
‘Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and
he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.’ James 4:7-10

10. Pray for soft hearts that are ready to repent.
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Study Two: Joel 2:1-17
READ JOEL 2:1-11
1. When the army of locusts comes, what will it

2. What do we learn about the judgement of God?

Background Information

THE DAY OF THE LORD
The day of the Lord is a phrase used in the prophets, beginning with Isaiah, to refer to
a day of God’s judgement. Sometimes it refers to the judgement of God’s people and
sometimes it refers to the final day of judgement. It is used both ways in Joel. Joel uses
the phrase 5 times, as well as references to ‘the day’.
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READ JOEL 2:12-17

Background Information

SACRED ASSEMBLIES
Sacred assemblies were gatherings held on days consecrated to the Lord, such as the
Sabbath and other appointed festivals. Some of these days were days of rejoicing and
some were days of mourning. The people were to do no work and they usually offered
sacrifices.

3. What was the repentance of the people supposed to
• look like?

• sound like?

• feel like?

4. On what grounds can the people of Judah hope for God to relent?
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Background Information

WHAT IS GOD LIKE?
Exodus 34:5-7 records that the Lord appeared to Moses after the Israelites had sinned
against him by making a golden calf to worship.
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his
name, the Lord. And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does
not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of
the parents to the third and fourth generation.”
This passage is the foundation of the Jewish understanding of God’s character, and Joel
relies on it to encourage his people to repent.
(We can also see the four generations of God’s anger in the opening verses of chapter
one).

OPTIONAL EXTRA : REPENTANCE AND THE TEMPLE
When Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem, he prayed that God would particularly hear
prayers directed there in times when Israel had strayed and had been punished.

Read 2 Chronicles 7:11-22 and list the promises God makes.

Towards what temple do we now pray?
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5. On what basis can we hope for God’s mercy when we repent?
See also:
• Romans 3:22-23

• Rom. 5:8-10

• 1 John 1:9

6. Sometimes when we’ve sinned, we may be tempted to (tick all that apply to you):
☐ Ignore it until we’ve forgotten it
☐ Shrug it off, knowing that Jesus’ death paid for our sins
☐ Rationalise or justify our sin away (there were good reasons for it; it wasn’t
very serious; it’s not as bad as what others are doing)
☐ Hide from God by avoiding praying and/or reading the bible and/or
fellowship
☐ Try to make up for our sin by being extra good
☐ Punish ourselves with harsh self-talk or self-hatred
☐ Be more sorry for the consequences of our sin than for having sinned

7. Why are none of these appropriate responses to sin in our lives?
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8. Can you think of a time when you did repent of a sin? What did repentance

• Look like?

• Sound like?

• Feel like?

9. Are there sins we need to repent of right now?

2 Corinthians 7:10-11
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings
death. See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done.

10. Pray for the heart to repent truly, deeply and completely of our sins.
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Study Three: Joel 2:18-27
READ JOEL 2:18-27
1. Compare Chapter 1 with 2:18-27. How is the situation different in 2:18-27?
Joel 1:1-20 (excerpts)
What the locust swarm has left
the great locusts have eaten;
Wail, all you drinkers of wine;
wail because of the new wine,
for it has been snatched from your lips.
A nation has invaded my land,
a mighty army without number;
It has laid waste my vines
and ruined my fig trees.
Grain offerings and drink offerings
are cut off from the house of the Lord.
The fields are ruined, the ground is dried up;
the grain is destroyed,the new wine is dried up,
the olive oil fails.
Despair, you farmers, wail, you vine growers;
The vine is dried up and the fig tree is withered;
the pomegranate, the palm and the apple tree—
all the trees of the field—are dried up.
Surely the people’s joy is withered away.
Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn;
wail, you who minister before the altar.
Alas for that day!
For the day of the Lord is near;
it will come like destruction from the Almighty.
Has not the food been cut off
before our very eyes—
joy and gladness
from the house of our God?
The storehouses are in ruins,
the granaries have been broken down,
for the grain has dried up.
Even the wild animals pant for you;
the streams of water have dried up
and fire has devoured the pastures in the wilderness.
And from 2:17:
Let the priests… say,
“Spare your people, Lord. Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn,a byword among the nations.
Why should they say among the peoples, Where is
their God?’”
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Joel 2:18-27

Background Information

Zion is another name for Jerusalem.
Mt. Zion was probably where the fortress of the Jebusites was located when David
conquered the city. As Jerusalem expanded, Mt Zion was only the southernmost
hill of the city but Zion continued to be used as a synonym for Jerusalem in memory of David’s victory.

2. Read Deuteronomy 30:1-10. From this passage and from Joel 2:18-27, what can we assume happened?

3. Does this mean that they earned this prosperity?

4. What does God want them to understand from this reversal of fortune?

5. Did Israel ever reach a stage where it could be said of her, “never again will my people
be shamed’? How does this affect how we see this prophecy?
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6. Where does God ‘live’ now?

• Jn 2:19

• Mt 18:20

• Eph. 2:19-22

7. What is the sign to us that the Lord is our God, and that we will not be put to shame?
• Romans 5:5

• Romans 8:16-21

8. Thank God for the blessing we have already inherited in Christ, and for those that are
promised in the future.

9. Pray for Christians facing persecution, that they will stand firm in the hope that we
have. For current prayer points regarding Christians facing persecution, go to the Open
Doors prayer page at:
https://www.opendoors.org.au/persecuted-christians/prayer/
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Study Four: Joel 2:28-32
READ JOEL 2:28-32
1. What will happen before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord?

2. Why is the Lord going to do this before the day of the Lord?

3. Where can people turn to be saved?

4. At Jesus’ death, at “about noon... darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, for the sun stopped shining.” (Luke 23:44-45). There was an earthquake at the
moment of his death (Matthew 27:51b). If we have been reading Joel, what does this tell
us?

Read Acts 2:1-39
5. At Pentecost, God pours out his Spirit on his people. If we have been reading Joel, what
does this tell us?

6. The Holy Spirit appeared like a dove at Jesus’ baptism, but here his coming is accompanied by tongues of fire. Why do you think that is?
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7. According to Peter, who pours out the Holy Spirit? By what right?

8. According to Joel, why have we been given the Holy Spirit? How is this borne out in the
first pouring out of the Spirit in Acts 2? (optional extra: cf Rom. 10:12-15)

9. Where can salvation now be found?

10. In the flow of history from God’s perspective, when do we live? Does this affect how we
should live?

11. Make a list of 2 people each for whom you can be praying that they might call on the
name of the Lord and be saved.

12. Pray that we might be led by the Spirit to be bold prophets.
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Study Five: Joel 3:1-17
READ JOEL 3:1-17
1. Why is the Lord angry at the nations?

2. What does he plan to do about it? What are the metaphors used to describe it?

3. What will this demonstrate?

Background Information
THE VALLEY OF JEHOSHAPHAT
Jehoshaphat was a king of Judah. Read 2 Chronicles 20:1-30 to find out more.
1. What crisis is announced in v2?

2. What is the response of Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah?

3. What does the prophet Zechariah tell them?

4. What is the response of Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah?

5. What is the result of this episode?
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4. Why is the story of Jehoshaphat used as a model of judgement day?

5. Why do you think Joel switches from calling the arena of confrontation the ‘Valley of
Jehoshaphat’ to the ‘Valley of Decision’?

6. How is this scene similar to the judgement on Judah in Joel 2:1-10?

7. How is it different?

8. Where can people find a refuge from God’s anger (v17)?

9. Why do you think God gives warnings and even demonstrations of judgement day?

10. How might we see an event like covid in terms of God’s judgement? (cf Luke 13:1-5)

11. Continue to pray for the friends listed last week.
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Study Six: Joel 3:17-21
READ JOEL 3:17-21
1. What do you think it means that

• the mountains will drip new wine?

• The hills will flow with milk?

2. How does the picture painted compare with Joel 1:9-12?

3. How does it compare with Joel 2:22-24?

4. Reading this passage, how would you say God feels about his people?

5. How would these promises have helped the people of Judah to stay faithful to their
God?

6. What is the significance of the fountain that flows out of the Lord’s house (the temple)?
(cf Gen.2:8-10)
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John 7:37-39 reads:
On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is
thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water
will flow from within them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later
to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
7. How does Jesus fulfil the prophecy of Joel 3:18?

Read Revelation 22:1-5
8. What are the promises given to us? How is the relationship between God and his people
described?

9. How can this hope of heaven help us remain faithful to God?
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Appendix
PRAYER LIST
Group Member

Praying For
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
1.
2.
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